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Tanta musica 

per tutti i gusti

Sembra ancora presto per parlare di festival estivi, eppure i lavori fervono da tempo per preparare una nuova edizione di Blues to Bop, un grande evento musicale – unico nel suo genere –  che riesce per qualche ora ad allietare il pensiero melanconico dell’arrivo imminente dell’autunno. 

Per la 15.ma volta le piazze del centro città (Piazza della Riforma, Piazza Cioccaro, Piazza San Carlo, Piazzetta San Rocco) ospiteranno quattro palchi, sui quali una cinquantina di musicisti si esibiranno a rotazione in oltre quaranta concerti con la possibilità, in ogni momento, di scegliere tra 

differenti proposte musicali in modo da soddisfare le più svariate preferenze musicali: il tutto offerto - come d’abitudine - gratuitamente al pubblico. 

E che pubblico! La carta vincente del Blues to Bop è l’atmosfera che viene a crearsi a Lugano, e si tratta di un’opinione condivisa, anno dopo anno, anche dai musicisti partecipanti. Migliaia di persone trovano da divertirsi in luoghi suggestivi, che variano dall’intimità della Piazzetta San Carlo, all’atmosfera delle grandi occasioni che regna in Piazza della Riforma, per non dimenticare quel momento unico e commovente quando la musica gospel  trova un momento unico la domenica pomeriggio. 

L’edizione 2002 di questa kermesse musicale ha in programma musicisti di grande calibro anche se forse ancora poco conosciuti alle nostre latitudini: starà al pubblico scoprire ed apprezzare questi personaggi straordinari e caratteristici e a conservarne un ricordo particolare. Anche quest’anno lo specialista come il profano troveranno qualcosa di emozionante cui partecipare; Blues to Bop è l’unico festival del genere in Europa. 

Le conferme

di Blues to Bop 2002
A differenza della travagliata edizione 2001, quella di quest'anno può contare da subito sul prezioso contributo di due grandi sponsor: la Cornèr Banca Lugano innanzitutto, affiancata dal Casinò Kursaal SA Lugano. Due aziende che, con la loro presenza discreta ma fattiva, danno modo agli organizzatori di guardare al futuro con la certezza di una continuità.

Accanto agli sponsor menzionati altri hanno già confermato il loro sostegno: il Garage Cassarate Volkswagen, il Fondo della Lotteria Intercantonale del Cantone Ticino, la Fondazione Ing. Pasquale Lucchini, la Eichhof – Birra Bellinzona e Parisienne.

Vi sono inoltre altri preziosissimi sponsor "tecnici" che ripeteranno l'impegno di collaborazione già profuso nella passata edizione: la Città di Lugano con i suoi servizi, la Clear Channel Plakanda, l'AIL- Aziende Industriali di Lugano SA, Lugano Turismo, RSI Rete 2 (con la diretta su rete 2 delle serate di venerdì, sabato e domenica), Ticino Turismo, Europcar. 

Altri sponsor si aggiungeranno non appena definiti i dettagli delle collaborazioni.

Grazie a questi sostegni l'edizione 2002 si presenterà ancora una volta ricca di volti nuovi e già conosciuti, in un insieme di proposte musicali che sapranno trovare un pubblico appassionato.

Gli specials di Blues to Bop

Un appuntamento confermato

L’edizione 2002 conferma un appuntamento innovativo introdotto nell'edizione dello scorso anno: il concerto-aperitivo di sabato mattina. In collaborazione con il Garage Cassarate si ripeterà lo “special” che si aggiunge alla serata di Morcote di giovedì e al concerto gospel di domenica pomeriggio. Hit The Road (questo il nome del concerto-aperitivo)  si terrà sabato 31 agosto dalle ore 11.00 al Garage Cassarate di via Monte Boglia a Lugano. Sarà possibile assistere al concerto dal vivo e bersi una aperitivo offerto dal Garage Cassarate.

Un appuntamento che si rinnova

A malincuore anche quest’anno Blues to Bop dovrà rinunciare al concerto in cattedrale. A causa dei lavori di restauro della Cattedrale, la parrocchia non ha più potuto metterci a disposizione San Lorenzo e quindi si riproporrà il gospel in Piazzetta San Rocco, con un programma appositamente studiato dal nostro direttore artistico Norman Hewitt affinché anche all'aperto la magia di questo stile musicale possa essere trasmessa al foltissimo pubblico che accorre la domenica pomeriggio.

Un appuntamento atteso

Grazie al compianto Tom Pomposello, Blues to Bop nel 1997 ha introdotto la serata di apertura lontano dalle piazze del centro di Lugano. Dal 2000 ci si spostò tutti quanti nella suggestiva cornice di Morcote. Esperienza positiva soprattutto per il magico ambiente da jazz-club che cala sulle rive del lago mentre i musicisti suonavano da un palco galleggiante posto a circa 10 metri dalla riva. 

I dettagli di questo appuntamento saranno definiti nelle prossime settimane anche se è confermato che vi sarà  un servizio bus gratuito  che a partire dalle 19.30 collegherà in continuità il parcheggio Upack della stazione di Melide con Morcote.  La strada cantonale a Morcote sarà chiusa al traffico a partire dalle 20.00. Molto probabilmente il pubblico potrà assistere ad alcune sorprese dato che oltre agli artisti annunciati con molta probabilità vi saranno altri musicisti che vorranno provare l’ebbrezza di suonare sul palco galleggiante e raggiungerlo in barca.
Il CD di Blues to Bop 2001

Durante Blues to Bop, grazie alla collaborazione della RSI, della K-Sound e della CEM, tutti i concerti vengono registrati su supporto digitale permettendo così di avere a disposizione 60 ore di concerti.

Il direttore artistico Norman Hewitt si incarica poi dell’ascolto dei brani e della scelta dei migliori da inserire nel CD che pubblichiamo in collaborazione con Altri Suoni sin dal lontano 1995. Per l’edizione 2001 sono stati scelti i seguenti brani: Baby, let's play house, Carl Hodges; Bring it on home, Carl Hodges; Giant steps, All Mighty Senators; I can't give you anything but love, The Blue Feeling Orchestra; I have got a feeling, Kelvin Bullen's Blues Warp; Leaning on the cross, Oliver Lake; Mahogony hall stamp, The Blue Feeling Orchestra; Metal bottoms, Cootie Stark; Rosetta, The Blue Feeling Orchestra; Swing low, sweet chariot, Kelvin Bullen's Blues Warp; The devil's TV, Mudcat and Joe Colombo; The train I ride, Dave Keyes; What a wonderful world, Stan Bronstein; When I lay my burden down, Masters of Gospel.
Il CD 2001 è in vendita da questa settimana preso gli uffici informazione di Lugano Turismo al prezzo di Fr. 20.-.

I concerti in diretta su Rete 2

Come tutti gli anni Rete 2 trasmetterà in diretta i concerti che si terranno in Piazza della Riforma garantendo così anche a coloro che non possono partecipare alla manifestazione di poter seguire i concerti. Inoltre le trasmissioni di Rete 2 sono seguibili anche via internet dal sito WWW.rtsi.ch.

Gli orari delle dirette sono i seguenti:

Venerdì 30 agosto: dalle 22.00; sabato 31 agosto: dalle 22.30; domenica 1 settembre: dalle 21.30 alle 23.15.

Artisti già confermati  per l'edizione 2002:

King Johnson 

www.kingjohnson.com
King Johnson brings you funky, horn-driven roots music from Atlanta, Georgia USA. 

The band's organic mix of New Orleans funk, blues, jazz, latin and rock styles make for a unique sound often hard to categorize.  

Crowds of all ages love the butt-shakin' grooves, catchy songs and extended improvisations of King Johnson.  Voted Atlanta's best band in the "blues" category for four of the last five years, King Johnson is praised by the Creative Loafing Magazine for "incorporating hook-heavy writing and facile playing with New Orleans brass funk and jazz."  It's swampy, greasy, jazzy, spontaneous, loose and tight all at the same time.  

Since releasing their first CD "Cats & Dogs" in 1995, the band has toured throughout the Southeast, playing clubs, colleges, theaters and festivals.  They've shared stages with the Funky Meters, Tinsley Ellis, Toni Price, Derek Trucks, Walter "Wolfman" Washington, Government Mule, Col. Bruce Hampton, Blueground Undergrass, Jimmy Vaughan, Bernie Worrell, Delbert McClinton, Chubby Carrier, Johnny Winter, Francine Reed, Medeski Martin & Wood, Dr. John, Tommy Malone, and Merl Saunders.  Both "Cat's & Dogs" and the self titled "King Johnson" CD have received worldwide airplay.  The band's newest CD "Luck So Strange" was released nationally in January of 2001.  
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Oliver Wood (guitar/vocals) brother of Chris Wood (Medeski, Martin & Wood), has previously toured with Telarc Records recording artist Tinsley Ellis and was featured prominently on Tinsley's acclaimed "Storm Warning" CD.
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Chris Long (bass/vocals) has written for such major artists as Delbert McClinton, Tinsley Ellis and Francine Reed. His song "Devil for a Dime" was placed in a Fox television series.
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Greg Baba (drums/percussion) studied drums in New Orleans with Crescent City drum master Johnny Vidakovich. He has since played with several regional acts including the Urban Shakedancers.
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Adam Mewherter (trombone/tuba) is "known to wail on it from the edge but never forgets who he is" —Marcus James.
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Chris Uhler [image: image10.png]


(congas/percussion) a.k.a. "Chrismas" adds flavorful grooving rhythms and a charming magnetic personality.
	[image: image11.png]


Marcus James (sax/clarinet) has "a heart of gold and a saxophone to back it up" —Adam Mewherter.




Big Jim Sullivan

www.bigjimsullivan.com
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Big Jim Sullivan has had one of the most varied and prestigious careers of any artist to visit Blues to Bop. 

He started playing the guitar at 14 and within two years was playing professionally and giving lessons.  At 17 he was one of the Rock ‘n Roll legend Marty Wildes’ Wildcats and played with Eddie Cochran on his ill-fated tour of England.  During the ’60s and ‘70s his ability to play almost any style of music made him one of the most sought after session men in the recording industry and he played on more than 1,000 chart successes.  During the same period he played with many visiting American artists and one of the guitars he used at the time, a 1955 Gibson gold top had originally belonged to the great gospel and jazz singer Sister Rosetta Tharp, considered one of the greatest ever black guitar players.  Among the many records that feature his playing is Mike Berry’s (also visiting BTB this year) “Crying Game” which is often attributed to Jimmie Page.  

All of this activity prevented Jim from playing his own music and in fact he only made half a dozen albums at the time.  The first of these was on sitar, an instrument he took up after having studied yoga and Indian philosophy to help him deal with the pressures of non-stop concentration in the recording studios.

In 1969 Jim joined Tom Jones and toured the world many times.  The band spent 8-9 months a year travelling and this gave Jim time to concentrate on his passion for classical guitar though he does not play pieces in concert.  Jim left Tom Jones in 1974 and went to America where his metal band ‘Angel’ was a success but in 1975 he came back to play with his Uk band ‘Tiger’.  

He later toured with artists as varied as the James Last Orchestra and Olivia Newton-John (after the success of ‘Grease’) but then, after so many years of touring he created a new career composing music for films and for TV advertising.  However, he found that playing live locally was very enjoyable and teamed up with Willie Austin in London.  Jim explains, “I like to work with artists who have very wide artistic tastes and I like to play for listeners who get as much pleasure from listening as I do from playing.” 

Perhaps this is why Jim Sullivan was ready to come back to Lugano, this time as leader of a quartet playing a series of blues concerts and a series of jazz concerts:  Blues to Bop!

Zach Prather




www.zach-prather.com
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Born in Chicago in 1952 Zach grew up listening to many of the great blues artice. Began playing at an early age of 13. At the age of 15 he did his first recording for Curtis Mayfields company Curtom recordes. This early formation played many of the well known clubs nand concert sites in and around Chicago. 

At 17 Zach went into the military for two years after returning he again formed a band and continued playing. At this age thou many of Zachs musical influences where not the blues men of Chicago but many of the British groups of that time The Rolling Stones being one of the main influences along with others like the Kinks Small Faces and the Who to just list a few. By 1974 Zach had moved to L.A. and began a relationship with a guitar player named Cash McCall who would become the main influence musicaly in his life for the next 15 years. With Cash Zach meet all of the artise he would play with in the future  and the list was long and inpresive ETTA JAMES,SCREEMIN J HAWKINS, WILY DIXON, MINNIE RIPPERTON. After meeting Wily Dixon the two became very close and it was Wily`s idea to record a cd on Zach“He really liked the things I was doing he knew many people thought it was rock and roll I was playing but nobody knew better then Wily where rock and roll came from. It was while they where recording this project that Willy became ill and went into the hospital.“I was with him the day before he died.

He was the biggest influence in my life he taught me not just about the traditional blues but also that what i was doing was nothing but the blues he would always say „Young blood we are the blues and never let anyone tell you differnt.It was after Willy died that Zach meet and began playing with SCREEMIN J coming to Europe two times a year it was on one of those trips that he meet Luther Allison, Zach soon moved to Paris and began playing with Lou for the next three and a half years he played there „I learned a lot about performing with Lou. Leaving the Luther Allison group was a hard thing but after recording his first cd in Europe NEVER MY LOVE I felt I hade to go out and put all my time into my music. Like Dixon would say if it aint worth youre time it aint worth it. Its been three years and two Cd’s plus a new one to be released in Dec. for Zach to find his way back to England and I am very happy to be coming back .

Mike Berry and the Outlaws

www.mikeberry.net
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Mike Berry first saw the light of day in Northampton on September 24, 1942 - born Michael H. Bourne. Soon after, his family moved to London and by the time he was seven-years-old was singing in the local church choir. He later went to Hackney Grammar School and at the age of fifteen left to become an apprentice printer/compositer.

It shouldn't have surprised anyone, however, that Mike followed a career in entertainment. His father was a well known singer and brother an acknowledged Shakespearean actor, but Mike credits his sister Val for his initial interest in pop music. In common with teenagers of the late fifties and early sixties, Mike became involved with a Skiffle group called the Rebels in which he played the washboard. Later, under the name of Kenny Lord and the Statesmen, a four-track demo containing "BeBop A Lula", "Please Don't Tease", "Dream Lover" and "Peggy Sue Got Married" was submitted to legendary A&R man Joe Meek. 

Mike had also taken the eye of Jack Good, the producer of Britain's first television "Rock 'n' Roll show - Oh Boy - but Mike chose Meek because he preferred Joe's ideas more. Meek immediately made changes, Mike was renamed "Berry," (as in Holly berry) and then replaced the Statesmen with the Outlaws, who included amongst their ranks some very fine musicians including Chas Hodges and Richie Blackmore. Mike and the Outlaws' first cut for Meek was titled "Set Me Free," but was not released until 1989, on an album which contained all the early 'RGM' tracks and called "Mike Berry - Sounds of the Sixties."

The first public released record came in January 1961, but was not the Holly-esque type rocker which Joe had planned but a cover of the Shirelles hit "Will You Still Love Me Tomorrow," - recorded in Joe's flat with the violin section on the stairs and other musicians spread around a variety of rooms including the bathroom - a poor choice, and one which Mike himself has described as "diabolical". 

Mike's next big impression on the top-twenty came with "Don't You Think It's Time" which reached number 6 after the disappointment of not charting with the excellent "It's Just A Matter Of Time. "Disillusioned with the material coming his way, Mike made only two more records for Meek - "My Little Baby," and "It Really Doesn't Matter" - before signing for Robert Stigwood. 

An appearance on the popular teen show of the time, "Thank Your Lucky Stars," promoting the chart entry, brought Mike into contact with John Lennon, who as part of the emerging Beatles were making their television debut. History recalls that during a break in recording Lennon offered to write Mike a song. The offer never came to fruition and to be fair, never chased, Lennon's talents as a songwriter at this point had still to emerge.

A change of direction during the "seventies" saw Mike join a top London acting/modelling agency, and for the next ten years, combined music and acting, appearing in over fifty different T.V. commercials - including the memorable 'Blue Ribband Blues' - also writing the music for many of them. During this period Mike had some major chart success in Europe with a unique rendering of Elvis Presley's "Don't Be Cruel" and a coveted Number One with a re-recording of "Tribute To Buddy Holly," and finally a top ten entry with "I'm A Rocker." 

A meeting with director James Hill while making a commercial for TV Times, led to Mike being offered the part of 'Mr. Peters,' the father of the two children, in the cult series "Worzel Gummidge," starring Jon Pertwee. Mike portrayed the character over four series. 

Mike was a regular on television at this time playing various roles in: The Raven and The Cross; Warship; Sporting Scenes; Man About The House and a faded footballer in The Olympian Way. He also appeared as a panelist in Give Us A Clue, and Pop Quiz, he performed one of his own compositions in Video Entertainers and appeared in the ever popular It's A Knockout Star Gala. He also did a series with Tom O'Connor for the BBC.
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